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 Cabin aficionados across the map are drawn to unique places of solitude and 

tranquility delicately sprinkled all across the northland.  

These places typically share one common and very critical 

bond - the lake.  The chosen lake not only embodies cabin 

living at its finest, but also provides virtually endless 

opportunities for anyone willing to sit back and enjoy it or 

simply dream it.   

 

 Our Cabin Hot Spot quest brings us to the Hayward Lakes area – home to woods, 

waters, and world-class events.  Located in northwestern Wisconsin, this family-friendly 

area is host to the popular Lumberjack World 

Championships, Chequamegon Fat Tire Festival, the 

American Birkebeiner cross-country ski race, and the 

iconic National Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame.  

This Sawyer County Cabin Hot spot is also home to 

over 50,000 acres of glacial lakes and rivers.  Over 

5,000 of these precious 50,000 acres belong to one of the areas premier lakes, Lac Courte 

Oreilles.  

 

 Boasting the accolade as one of the top 10 largest lakes in Wisconsin, Lac Courte 

Oreilles is also known for its excellent fishing and superb recreational attributes.  

Offering over 25 miles of shore defying diversity, this crystal clear lake is inherently 

poised to provide cabin goers with abundant wildlife, a variety of boating opportunities, 

and a rich historical heritage.  The sheer expansiveness of this lake coupled with its 

meandering shorelines allow for water sports enthusiasts and fisherman alike to happily 

co-exist and not feel like their sacred “lake space” is ever intruded upon.  

 



While exploring the intricacies of this Northern Wisconsin water world, you will 

find virtually endless wilderness and seclusion while 

venturing into the connected 240 acre Little Lac Courte 

Oreilles Lake.  Further adding to its versatility, “big” Lac 

Courte Oreilles also offers navigation to nearby 

Grindstone Lake which offers over 3,000 acres of surface 

area and a respectable secchi disk (water clarity) of 11 feet.   

 

Not surprising, Lac Courte Oreilles’ sparkling waters contain some of the finest 

big fish structure an avid angler could ask for.  Legendary fish have been wrestled from 

this lake, including the 67 ½-pound, one-time world-record Esox masquinongy 

(muskellunge), caught by Cal Johnson on July, 1949.  This trophy fish of epic 

proportions is currently on display at the Moccasin Bar located in Hayward.  Lac Courte 

Oreilles also yields a relentless supply of bronze back “smallies” and is well known for 

its impressive smallmouth bass population. 

 

One might ponder the inevitable question, “What does Lac Courte Oreilles 

mean?”  Very few people realize the lake was once known as Ottawa Lake before the 

French fur traders renamed it to Lac Courte Oreilles meaning, “Lake Short Ears”.  The 

French name refers to some difference in the ears of the Ojibwa Indians who occupied its 

shores - not for the shape of the lake.   

 

  Lac Courte Oreilles also exemplifies the unique lore of classic fishing camps of 

yesteryear with its beautiful shores once populated with several well-known fishing 

camps.  During the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, fishing 

camps filled a specific need – guaranteed accommodations 

for large groups and their families on the lake of their choice.  

Lac Courte Oreilles was even noted as perhaps the best-

known fishing lake in northern Wisconsin during this era and 



was described as being surrounded by a primeval forest of dense pine and tamarack 

stands.  Some of the original fishing camp buildings remain standing today, such as the 

popular Chicago Club.   

 
Appealing to a wide-variety of water-sports enthusiasts, angling experts, 

recreation gurus, historical buffs, vacationing fanatics, and hard-core leisure boating 

captains, Lac Courte Oreilles is a versatile lake offering a nearly perfect up-north 

experience for your very own Cabin Hot Spot.   

 

Lake Fast Facts: 

·  Surface water area: 5,039 acres 

·  Shore length: 25.4 miles 

·  Maximum depth: 90 feet 

·  Mean depth: 33.7 feet 

·  Secchi disk (water clarity): 13.5 feet  

·  Fish species present: Bluegill, Largemouth Bass, Muskellunge, Northern 

Pike, Smallmouth Bass, and Walleye  

 

 

 


